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money, to offer as an equivalent a long lease at a very low rent, or
to reduce the rent of an existing leaseholder. A great proportion
of the low perpetuity rents which are so common in Ireland, may
be traced in this way to the necessities of a spendthrift heir. From
one or other of these causes it resulted, that by far the greater part
of Ireland was let by the landowner at long leases, and at rents so
low that sub-letting was almost universally profitable, and the
controlling power and management passed out of the hands of
the owners, into the hands of men of a much lower social type.1
But below the landlord and below the first tenant, land was again
and again sub-let, and in these lower grades the competition be-
came so fierce, the system of c canting,' or putting up farms to
auction without any regard to the old tenants, was so general,
that rents were forced up to the highest point, and the cottier
who held a little plot of potato ground from the farmer, and
worked out his rent by labour, was one of the most miserable of
mankind.

This economical condition was by no means peculiar to Ire-
land. We have already seen it in Scotland, and it may probably
be found in the early agricultural history of many countries, but
the special circumstances of Ireland had contributed to aggravate
it. The old legislative destruction of manufactures, and the de-
pressing influence of certain portions of the penal code, had thrown
too many for subsistence on the soil, taken away some of the
chief spurs to industry, and produced moral effects which con-

1 Miss Edgeworth, in her very in-     fine on the insertion of a new life, at
structive sketch of the farming system     the failure of each. These leases, in
at the close of the eighteenth century,     course of years, have been found ex-
says : { There was a continual struggle     tremely disadvantageous to the land-
between landlord and tenant upon the     lord, the property having risen so
question of long and short leases.. . .     much in value that the original rent
The offer of immediate high rent, or     was absurdly disproportioned. . . .
of fines to le paid down directly,     My father, in the course of his life,
tempted the landlord's extravagance,     saw the end of two leases of 99 years,
or supplied his present necessities at     ... In these and all cases where long
the expense of his future interests;     leases had been granted, he did not
and though aware that the value of     find that the land had been improved
improvable land must rise, or that he     by the tenants, or that they felt any
was letting it under its actual value,     gratitude for what had been originally
yet if the landlord was not resident     desired and granted as a favour. On
on his estate, and if he merely wanted     the contrary, long possession had
to get his rents without trouble, he     made the occupier almost forget that
was easily tempted to this impru-     he was a tenant, and consider his
dence. Many have let for 99 years,     being forced to surrender the land at
and others, according to a form     the expiration of the lease as a great
common in Ireland, for three lives     hardship.' (Memoirs of M. Z. Mye-
renewable for ever, paying a small     wortli, ii. 21-23.)